CHE News of Notle

At the Seprember Commission Meeting, Mr. . T. McLawhorn,
President of the Columbila Urban League, accepted certificates on
behalf of several high school students who worked ar CHE this sum-
mer as a part of the Summer Work Experience Leadership Program.
Mr. McLawhorn stated that the program engaged the students ina
positive work experience and provided them with valuable exposure
to the value of a college education.

Work 1s underway for a legislated commirtee charged with making
recommendations on a strategle plan for 5.C. higher education w
meet state needs as can be addressed by higher education. Mr. Dan
Ravenel, CHE Vice Chair, has been appointed to chair the committee.
Other members include: Dr. Lavion McCurdy (CHE Chair), Mr.
Boone Alken III, Col. Claude Eichelberger, Representatve Jerry
Govan, Dr. Dorls Helms, Mr. Scotr Ludlow, Mr. Robert Marlowe, and
Dr. John Montgomery. For addidonal informarion abour the commit-
tee, please see: hup://wwwche.scgovInfoCnr/HIEdSmdyComm.hom.

After 34 vears of service 1o the CHE, Ms. Lynn Mercalf retred from
her positon of Director of Finance, Facilites, and MIS. Everyone at
CHE wishes Lynn a happy retrement as she begins this new chaprer
in her life. Mr. Gary Glenn has been named Acting Director of
Finance, Facllitles, and MIS.

On November 1, the two Governor's Professor of the Year awards
were announced at a press conference and a luncheon which fol-
lowed. The award for two-vear institutions went to Mr. Galen DeHay,
head of the Science Department at TH-Counry Technical College; and
the award for four-vear Instmurions went to Ms. Mancy Duffy, Assistant
Professor of Mursing and head of the undergraduare nursing program
ar Medical University of South Carolina.  These awards focus on
excellence in reaching and academic advising among South Carolina’s
public and privare instdtidons of higher educaron.

In the fiscal year 200607, the Commission licensed 11 new instiru-
tlons, five of which were degree-granting Instrutons,

* Good news for 5.C.'s students! CHE staff have been worklng o

implement the following leglslated changes o state-funded scholar-
ship programs:
Beginning thelr sophomore vear, Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
recipients will receive up to 87,500 per year (compared 1o the
previous amount of $6,700), and those majoring in eligible math
or sclence programs will recelve up to $10,000 per vear.

LIFE Scholarship reciplents majoring in eligible math or sclence
programs will receive up to $7,500 beginning thelr sophomore
vear, an increase of $2,500.

SC HOPE has increased from $2,500 o $2,800,

The new SC MNaronal Guard College Tuidon Asslstance Program
will allow for qualifylng members of the Nadonal Guard o recelve
benefits up 1o a maximum of four thousand five hundred dollars
an academic year not 1o exceed a cumulative total of elghteen
thousand dollars to earn a first one-year certficate, first rwo-vear
program or assoclates degree, or first bachelor’s,

* 5C GEAR UF has begun vear three of the grant to help students along
the [-95 Corrldor, Owver the summer, SC GEAR UP collaborared with
the USC Academic Enrichment and Conferences Department 1o pro-
vide on-campus workshops for the elghth grade GEAR UP students
who represented 22 middle schools along the I-95 Corridor,

* An Assessment of South Carolina Higher Education Facilitles
Conditdons and Measuring Deferred Malntenance was presented o
the Commission at its Ocrober meeting. The report updared previous
studies and Indicared a $797 milllon backlog across 918 facllitdes at
public colleges and universitles.

* The 5.C. Higher Educatdon Foundaton has begun planning for the
Lightsey Soclery’s second annual Higher Education Hall of Fame
Banquet which will be held on April 3, 2008. Secretary Richard Riley
will be honored as the second laureare Inducted Into the S.C. Higher
Educaron Hall of Fame.

News from PASCAL. the Parinership Among South Carolina’s

Academie Libraries

By now we hope that evervone In South Carolina has heard abourt
PASCAL and its amazing collection of online electronic resources for
use in all our public and privare institudons of higher educarion. The
collection consists of milllons of articles in electronic form buil
around a collection of well over 13,000 journal tites in core academic
disciplines, health sclences, and business. Included are up-to-the
minure Issues of the ley journals of the sclentific record such as
MNarre and Sclence Cnline.

The PASCAL group has also been working on implementng “PASCAL
Delivers,” Its latest project to de higher educaton instmdons closer
together. Simply put, PASCAL Delivers will get books (and potentally
other marerials) from any partcparing library to any user in another
library within three days. Teenty-four hours in some cases!

What we have found from research done by the stare’s PASCAL team
is that even the largest of our library collections — the University of
South Carolina svstem — has had its effective collecton size more
than doubled by this electronic “card camlogue” and rapid delivery
sy=rem. Our smallest librarles have increased thelr “collections” thou-
sands of tmes. In the process, the new system 1s crearting more eco-
nomic efficlency in lbrary purchasing; better and faster service for
library users (students, faculty and staff); berrer opportunites for

regional economic development; and significant increases in avallable
“brain power” through our libraries. By the middle of the Fall 2007,
FPASCAL Dielivers was operatdonal in 39 of our public and private inst-
tutions. The remaining 19 and the State Library will be brought into
the svstem over the spring and summer of 2008,

“Weve come a long way baby,” since the days in the early 1990s when
only some of our librades were fully auromared and only a few shared
materials actvely with others. Vision by library leaders and the CHE,
coupled with funding from the General Assembly since FY 2004-05,
has made all this possible in a short period of dme. Our libraries can
and will be doing more cooperative programming, OFf course, contn-
ued state funding will be needed in order o Improve and advance
our students” learning opportunities and the state’s economic devel-
opment in relatdonship to other states and countries,

Meanwhile, academic libraries — public and private — have
demonstrated their willingness and ability to move the stare into
the furure by cooperating with each other for the common good.
See htrp:/fpascalsc.org for additonal details.



